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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136<a}. In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply vyrithin the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendment received on 10/11/2005 is acknowledged and 
entered. 

The applicant has amended claims 1-5, 7-9, 11-20, 22-31. Currently, claims 1-32 
are pending for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5, 7-9, 11-20, 22-31 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sate in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 6-13, 16-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Jammes et al. (Jammes) (US 6,484,149). 

Claim 1. Jammes teaches a system for operating an electronic store comprising: 

one or more seller databases including product data for one or more products 
(col. 3, lines 7-12); 

a seller selection interface operable to receive one or more seller requirements 
from a user (col. 49, lines 22-30); 
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a global content directory server associated with the seller selection interface, the 
global content directory server operable to generate one or more custom global content 
directories based on the seller requirements (col. 3, lines 60-64); 

one or more custom global content directories each including a plurality of 
product classes organized in a hierarchy, each product class categorizing a plurality of 
products from one or more sellers satisfying the seller requirements and each product 
class associated with one or more attributes of the products categorized in the product 

class, (col. 3, lines 28-32; col. 4, lines 22- 28), at least one of the product classes 
having one or more associated pointers that identify one or more seller databases 
associated with sellers satisfying the seller requirements (col. 23, lines 50-58). 

a search interface associated with the custom global content directories, the 
search interface operable to communicate a search query to the seller databases to 
search the product data stored in the seller databases identified by one of the pointers 
(Fig. 7D (776); col. 26, lines 17-27) . 

Claim 2. Jammes teaches said system further operable to: 

receive one or more product requirements from a user (col. 47, line 9) and 

generate one or more custom global content directories based on the product 
requirements (col. 53, lines 58-64). 

Claim 4. Jammes teaches said system wherein one or more of the pointers 
identify particular product data in one or more of the seller databases where the product 
data is associated with sellers satisfying the seller requirements (col. 23, lines 50-58). 

Claim 6. Jammes teaches said system wherein the search interface is further 
operable to: receive search results from one or more of the seller databases in 
response to the search query, the search results including product data associated with 
one or more products satisfying the search query and from sellers satisfying the seller 
requirements; and communicate the search results to the user (col. 26, lines 17-27). 
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Claim 7. Jammes teaches said system wherein the one or more the custom 
global content directories are further operable to: 

receive a selection from the user of a product for which product data is included 
In the search results (col. 26, lines 17-27); and 

communicate address information associated with a seller database that includes 
product data for the selected product, the address information enabling the user to 
communicate with a seller associated with the seller database who satisfy the seller 
requirements to conduct a commerce transaction relating to the selected product (col. 7, 
lines 8-11). 

Claim 8. Jammes teaches said system wherein the one or more custom global 
content directories comprise one or more private global content directories containing 
product classes having one or more associated pointers that identify product data only 
available to one or more buyers associated with the private global content directory (col. 
4, lines 22-28). 

Claim 9. Jammes teaches said system wherein the seller selection interface is 
further operable to receive an access code from the buyer, the access code operable to 
allow the buyer to search the product data associated with the private global content 
directories (col. 49, lines 28-30; col. 54, lines 58-65). 

Claim 10. Jammes teaches a method for operating an electronic store 
comprising: 

receiving one or more seller requirements from a user (col. 49, lines 22-30); 

creating one or more custom global content directories based on the seller 
requirements, the custom global content directory comprising a directory structure 
including a plurality of product classes organized in a hierarchy, each product class 
categorizing a plurality of products from one or more sellers satisfying the seller 
requirements and each product class associated with one or more attributes of the 
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products categorized in the product class (col. 3, lines 28-32), one or more of the 
product classes having one or more associated pointers that identify a one or more 
seller databases associated with sellers satisfying the seller requirements (col. 23, lines 
50-58); 

receiving a selection of a product class from the user, the product class having a 
pointer identifying one or more of the seller databases (Abstract, col. 1 1 , lines 54-58); 

in response to the selection of the product class by the user, communicating a 
search query to the seller databases to search the product data (Abstract, col. 1 1 , lines 
54-58). 

Claim 11. Jammes teaches said method wherein one or more of the pointers 
identify particular product data in one or more of the seller databases where the product 
data is for sellers satisfying the seller requirements (col. 23, lines 50-58). 

Claim 12. Jammes teaches said method further comprising: receiving one or 
more product requirements from a user (col. 11, lines 54-58); and 

generating one or more custom global content directories based on the product 
requirements (col. 54, lines 57-67; col. 55, lines 1-12). 

Claim 13. Jammes teaches said method wherein creating the custom global 
content directory comprises associating the product classes with product data for one or 
more sellers satisfying the seller requirements (col. 3, lines 28-32; col. 4, lines 22-28). 

Claim 16. Jammes teaches said method wherein communicating a search query 
to the seller databases comprises communicating the search query to the seller 
databases associated with the sellers that satisfy the seller requirements (col. 26, lines 
18-27). 

Claim 17. Jammes teaches said method further comprising: receiving search 
results from one or more of the seller databases in response to the search query, the 
search results including product data associated with one or more products satisfying 
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the search query from the sellers satisfying the seller requirements; and communicating 
the search results to the user (col. 26, lines 17-27). 

Claim 18. Jammes teaches said method further comprising: 

receiving a selection from the user of a product for which product data is included 
in the search results (col. 26, lines 17-27); and 

communicating address information associated with a seller database that 
includes product data for the selected product, the address information enabling the 
user to communicate with a seller associated with the seller database to conduct a 
commerce transaction relating to the selected product (col. 7, lines 8-11). 

Claim 19. Jammes teaches said method wherein creating one or more custom 
global content directories based on the seller requirements comprises creating one or 
more private global content directories containing product classes having one or more 
associated pointers that identify product data only available to one or more buyers 
associated with the private global content directory (col. 3, lines 28-32; col. 4, lines 22- 
28). 

Claim 20. Jammes teaches said method further comprising receiving an access 
code from the buyer, the access code operable to allow the buyer to access a private 
global content directory (col. 49, lines 29-30). 

Claims 21-32. These claims are rejected on the same rationale as set forth 
above in Claims 1-9. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomris the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Jammes in view of Giovannoli (US 5,758,328). 

Claim 3. Jammes teaches all the limitations of claim 3 including generating 
custom global content directories where the pointers identify seller databases in the 
languages corresponding to the geographic location of the user (Jammes, col. 3, lines 
28-32; col. 4, lines 22- 28), except that said system is further operable to determine a 
geographic location for the user and one or more languages that correspond to the 
geographic location of the user. 

Giovannoli teaches a method and system for conducting communications 
between buyers and sellers over a networl^, including an interface configured to 
to determine a geographic location for the user and one or more languages that 
correspond to the geographic location of the user (col. 5, lines 9-12; col. 7, lines 9-14), 
("...select vendors ... who meet any other conditions set by the requesting buyer (e.g. 
language..., or vendor location"; "a buyer who specifies vendors of volt meters in New 
York State will reach more vendors than if New York City alone were specified"). 

The motivation to combine Jammes and Giovanolli teachings would be to allow 
the buyers to choose sellers from locations that would be preferable from delivery and 
shipping cost points of views. 

Claim 14. Jammes teaches all the limitations of claim 14 except providing multi- 
language support based upon the geographic location of the user. 

Giovannoli teaches providing multi-language support based upon the geographic 
location of the user (col. 5, lines 9-12, col. 7, lines 9-14), ("...select vendors ... who 
meet any other conditions set by the requesting buyer (e.g. language..., or vendor 
location"). 
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The motivation to combine Jammes and Giovannoli would be to expand 
business into foreign countries, resulting in increase of revenue and profits for sellers. 

Claim 15. Jammes teaches all the limitations of claim 15 including creating the 
custom global content directory using the seller requirements (coL 3, lines 28-32; col. 4, 
lines 22-28) except that said method comprises: determining a geographic location for 
the user; detennining one or more languages that correspond to the geographic location 
of the user. 

Giovannoli teaches a method and system for conducting communications 
between buyers and sellers over a network, including an interface configured to 
to detennine a geographic location for the user and one or more languages that 
correspond to the geographic location of the user (col. 5, lines 9-12; col. 7, lines 9-14), 
("...select vendors ... who meet any other conditions set by the requesting buyer (e.g. 
language..., or vendor location"; "a buyer who specifies vendors of volt meters in New 
York State will reach more vendors than if New York City alone were specified"). 

The motivation to combine Jammes and Giovanolli teachings would be to allow 
the buyers to choose sellers from locations that would be preferable from delivery and 
shipping cost points of views. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jammes in view of Van Etten et al. (US 2005/0261983). 

Claim 5. Jammes teaches all the limitations of claim 5 except said system 
wherein the search query comprises desired values, specified by the user, for one or 
more of the product attributes associated with the selected product class. 

Van Etten teaches a procurement system wherein the search query comprises 
desired values, specified by the user, for one or more of the product attributes 
associated with the selected product class [0031]. 
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The motivation to cx)mbine Jammes and Van Etten is that the use of the 
class/attribute/value approach pennits a comparison of multiple items that meet the 
parametric search criteria and the selection of the item that meets the buyer's specific 
requirements [0033]. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

(i) US 2005/0197907 to Weiss discloses computer-implemented method and 
apparatus for inventory management. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Mila Airapetian whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3202. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30 am - 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Wynn Coggins can be reached on (571) 272-7159. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonmation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




Mila Airapetian 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3625 



